
                                                                                                                          

“The One” priority rules:  

Proper clothing is a must and you signed a contract accepting our rules.  No jeans allowed and proper 

soft soled shoes is required.  If you disregard this rule then we are forced to enforce canceling your 

commitment, with the tournament (with no refund). We will have back up in house clothing options if 

ever needed.  This is one of our hardest rules an event organizer has to enforce (because it could 

cause much havoc with the layout of games).  Easy to avoid this kind of friction by abiding by what we 

call our very basic uniform rules.  Palazzo di Bocce thought we would have a little fun with his rule.  

We thought we would have the “BEST DRESSED” contest.  So pull out your best bocce shirt and pants 

for our event.  We will have three unknown judges walking around on Saturday who will then poll 

their group votes to pick a winner.  The winner will receive a prize and will be announced around 

4:00pm during our wine and cheese event. We will be taking lots of photos so dress your best! 

As always spectators (young and old) are around and setting examples for them is a must.  Good 

conduct is required.  We have invited spectator’s s to come and watch you play.  They may want to 

ask questions but were made aware to do this only when you’re off the court, not playing.  We hope 

you give them quality time. 

We have some players who have fast ball tendencies.  Please be watchful and prepare others at the 

time you choose to shoot a ball. We want everyone to be safe. 

When your four balls have been played, is the time to walk down half court.  Palazzo di Bocce has a 

walking ledge for this. Just be reminded, when standing parallel or past a ball that your opponent 

wants to hit, can put you at risk.  Stand parallel behind the ball.  Safety is important. 

Determining when a player goes over the line or if a ball isn’t valid due to hitting it out of the court are 

a few example of possible concerns. The tournament officials Jason, Jared and Annette we be around 

to help assist if needed. 

Over the line rule; we won’t be overly particular about this.  We will allow some courtesies if you’re 

throwing the ball and your first foot forward is in the air OR just coming down as you release the ball.  

We won’t accept if you’re throwing your ball and your second foot is in motion over the line as you 

throwing your ball.  If you feel your opponent is throwing in a way that our rule is in violation then 

please consult an official.  We will be certain to give you examples at the beginning of our 

tournament. 

If a ball is hit and a ball; either the tossed ball or struck ball (exception of the pallino) leaves the main 

court field area then the tossed ball is out and if it bounces back before you can retrieve this and it 

hits anything then the hit balls (in this scenario) goes back to its original spot (as best as recalled). Out 

of court means anywhere on top of walking ledge or higher.  In court is anywhere on the rim (wood or 

concrete). The exception is if a pallino is hit out of court; then frame is over and you begin a brand 

new frame on the opposite side of where you started. 

Each player must get their hand stamped to ensure the benefits of a discounted meal (alcohol not 

included).  This also helps the spectators and Palazzo di Bocce staff to know who “The One” players 

are. Be sure to seek out Annette to get your hand stamped if this was over looked upon arrival. 



We have three officials (Annette, Jason and Jared) and they will help with any measurement question.  

If you seek out an official for assistance then know their ruling will be final. 

Back board is dead.  This is a common long standing rule at Palazzo di Bocce which stems from the 

history of international rules. 

Pallino toss allows for one fault by first person tossing, then one fault by opponent tossing and that is 

it.  In this scenario then the pallino goes on the dot.  Please be reminded of the pallino toss valid zone 

(just past the yellow lines (not allowed to be touching the lines), AND no further than the last white 

line (not allowed to be touching the line). 

Most tournaments don’t allow coaching.  We ask that as a single player you take advantage of your 

own inner talent and make your own choices.  No coaching is allowed. 

We are opening the doors at 8:00 am each day.  All courts will then be available for practice.  We will 

have a speech at 8:30 both days and we ask that you be courteous and stop and listen.  Then games 

begin at 9:00am.  When each game starts, you will be able to roll four balls each way on the court, 

then you games MUST begin.  This applies to all games including in the finals. 

“The One” tournament games are played to 12 except the game determining first and second place, 

which will then be played to 15.  All the “Secondary” tournament games will be played to 12 (even in 

the finals). 

Games will never be rushed BUT avoiding excessive time usage is always a bocce game courtesy.  We 

ask that you limit your decision time and you limit the time needed to look at a situation; and always 

ask your opponent for permission prior. 

If you are running late then you MUST call Annette (586) 665-7050.  Calling will minimize the penalty.  

If you are 10 minutes late then you will be accessed a 2 point penalty.  You will then be penalized 2 

points for every five minutes from that point forward.  The time will be monitored by the court 

officials.  Minimize the penalty and be courteous to your opponents by calling.  If you are running late 

and if you DON”T call Annette then the penalty increases to 3 points per above scenario. Please have 

Annette’s phone number and call anytime night or day if you’re running into a delayed problem.  

Determinations will be made on a case to case basis and it is the tournament organizers to determine 

the penalties.  Please practice proper player skills in applying professionalism and be on time. 

If you have tournament format or rule questions then please address now by contacting Annette (586) 

665-7050.  Don’t wait until starting day!   

 

 

 

 


